WHAT MIGHT SUCH 2 New €COnoOpHC consensus ook like? I
won’t pretend to have all the answers, and a detailed discussion
of U.S. economic policy would fill up several volumes. But I can
offer a few examples of where we can break freec of our current
political stalemate; places where, in the tradition of Hamilton
and Lincoln, we can invest in our infrastructure and our people;
ways that we can begin to modernize and rebuild the social con-
tract that FDR first stitched together in the middle of the last
century.

Let’s start with those investments that can make America
more competitive in the global economy: investments in educa-
tion, science and technology, and energy independence.

Throughout our history, education has been at the heart of a
bargain this nation makes with its citizens: If you work hard and
take responsibility, you'll have a chance for a better life. And ina
world where knowledge determines value in the job market,
where a child in Los Angeles has to compete not just with a child
i Boston but also with millions of children in Bangalore and
Beijing, too many of America’s schools are not holding up their
end of the bargain. :

In 2005 I paid a visit to Thonton Township High School, a
predominantly black high school in Chicago’s southern suburbs.
My staff had worked with teachers there to organize a youth town
hall meeting—representatives of each class spent weeks conduct-
ing surveys to find out what issues their fellow students were



