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Myth #6: Teachers Are Underpaid
Fact:
• Overall, teachers are quite well paid

– And have excellent benefits
• The problem is how teachers are paid
• Certain teachers should be paid more, but 

only those who deliver high student 
achievement, are willing to teach in the 
schools with the greatest concentration of 
the most disadvantaged students, and 
teach subjects in which there is a teacher 
shortage such as math and science
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Overall, Teachers are Not Underpaid
They Earn 61% Per Hour Than Private School Teachers and Significantly
More Than Other White-Collar Workers, Even Specialty/Technical Ones

Hourly Wages

Source: How Much Are Public School Teachers Paid?, Greene & Winders, January 2007
http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/cr_50.htm
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Teachers Also Receive Excellent Benefits
And Have Extraordinary Job Security

Source: Is There a “Qualified Teacher” Shortage?, Michael Podgursky, Education Next, Spring 2006


